Hello Biigtigong!

My name is Shelly (Michano) Livingston, a proud Nishnabekwe from our community. I am
honored to announce my candidacy for Councilor of Biigtigong Nishnaabeg. Miigwetch to
those who nominated me and trusted me with such an impactful responsibility.

For many years, I served our community as the Community Health Nurse (RN) and now as
Director of Health and Social Services for Netmizaaggamig Nishnaabeg. My life’s work has
been dedicated to caring for our people, advocating for safe, culturally respectful health care,
and supporting communities in reclaiming their strength and wellness.

Through both life and career, I have seen the deep impacts of colonization and systemic
racism — from chronic illness to addictions, to the painful losses we have endured. These
experiences fuel my determination to help lead us forward in a way that heals and
uplifts.

As I shared in my work with Gaagige Zaagibigaa (GZ 2023 Year in Review), food, language,
and land are central to our survival and future. “Food work is heart work” — it connects us
to who we are as Anishinaabe, and reclaiming these ways is key to reclaiming our strength.
With humility, love, and respect, I believe we can continue to walk the path of decolonization
and self-determination, reclaiming what was taken from us.

I would also like to be clear about all of our connection to the community, specifically to
those not residing within the community. With the government clearly still working to
eliminate who we are and their responsibility toward us through policy like the Indian Act, I
know we need to bring people home. People who live off-reserve need to not only be
considered, but they also need real pathways to reconnect to our land and community. And
if I really consider this from our Nishnaabe values, we need all of us. It has and always has
been about the collective. You may not reside in Biigtigong, but this is and always will be
your home.

Experience & Leadership

I bring more than 25 years in healthcare, with many of those years in Indigenous health. My
experience includes:

- Governance & Leadership

* Governance roles with Pic River Development Corporation, North of Superior Health Care
Group, Biidaaban Healing Lodge, Marathon Family Health Team, Gaagige Zaagibigaa, and
others

* Indigenous Co-lead for the Collaboration Council and Indigenous Leadership Council for
Noojmawing Sookatagaing OHT (Thunder Bay & District), advancing Indigenous Health
governance through consensus-based decision-making

- Health Systems Advocacy
* Accreditation Surveyor with Accreditation Canada, visiting 15+ Indigenous communities
across Canada to strengthen health care through Quality Improvement, Risk Management &



Safety

* Contributor to national standards for Cultural Safety & Humility in health care, &
Indigenous Health and Wellness Standards for Indigenous Health Organizations ¢ Member of
the Anishinabek Nation Advisory Council on Health and Health Transformation Working
Group, influencing Indigenous health priorities

- Community & Identity

* Deep roots in Biigtigong through my grandparents: Peter Michano, Lucy Starr, Cecilia
Goodchild & Stanley Michano

* Passionate advocate for Nishnaabemowin revitalization, Indigenous food systems, and
caring for our relationships with the land

* Committed to creating safe spaces for voices that have not always been heard in our
community

Platform Priorities

* Health & Healing — Breaking down barriers to safe, accessible, and culturally
respectful health care.

* Language & Culture — Revitalizing Nishnaabemowin and strengthening traditional
ways of being.

* Food & Land — Reclaiming Indigenous food systems and honoring our natural
relationships.

* Community Unity — Lifting the voices of Elders, youth, and families through respectful
listening.

* Accountability & Respect — Leadership rooted in transparency, service, and
community well-being.

Above all, I am a keeper of two amazing kids, I carry my ancestors with me and the
generations yet to come. I inhabit spaces where our people have not always been welcome
— and I do it for the love of our people and community. My deepest hope is to leave this
world in better condition than I found it, teaching my children to carry our values forward.

With your support, I will bring my experience, compassion, and vision to the role of
Councilor. Together, we will ensure Biigtigong Nishnaabeg thrives as a strong, united
community, guided by our culture, language, and ways of being.

Miigwetch.

— Shelly (Michano) Livingston



