Aniin, Biigtigong Nishnaabeg!

My name is Leah Leduc, though many of you know me as Leah Michano. | am honoured to
accept my fourth nomination for councillor in our 2025 election. Chi-miigwech to Jon
Fisher and Fern Twance for your nominations and your continued faith in me.

For the past eight years, | have served you as a councillor. During that time, | have held
portfolios ranging from health and social services, to economic development, to youth and
recreation, as well as Ojibwe immersion and education. Each role deepened my
understanding of our community—from the Elders’ gathering spaces to youth programs,
from our new health centre to educational supports and our beautiful new school. | have
listened carefully to our people, our directors, our staff, and our current and past chiefs
and councillors. Your voices have shaped me, and your trust has driven me to be the best
councillor I can be.

| pledge to remain transparent and realistic. We have all heard grand promises that never
come to pass. | will not offer what | cannot deliver. Instead, | want to share the areas |
believe we can make real progress in together—programs | want to become more involved
in, support more deeply, and help bring to life as a community.

Supporting Children with Disabilities

Families across our region face challenges accessing one-on-one funding for occupational
therapy and other specialized supports. | want to see our community strengthen services
for children with developmental needs, ensuring they have safe spaces, proper tools, and
inclusive opportunities. By prioritizing children with disabilities, we can create programs
that help every child thrive and feel supported.

Building Pathways for Healing &

Addictions continue to affect our families and loved ones. | want to work toward the
development of on-reserve detox and rehab programs that meet our community’s needs,
along with strong aftercare services that walk with people on their lifelong recovery
journey. Itis also important that these services reflect our ways as Nishnaabeg people—
grounded in cultural practices and traditions that heal the spirit as well as the body.

Honouring Our Elders

Many of our Elders are forced to live far from home in long-term care facilities that do not
reflect their culture or community. | want to help advance the work toward creating a
community-based long-term care facility right here, where our Elders can age with dignity
and remain surrounded by family, culture, and language. This is not just about healthcare;
itis about honouring the lives and contributions of those who came before us.



LAND BACK @

Finally, our future depends on settling our land claim. Today, Biigtigong Nishnaabeg sits on
about 800 acres, much of it swamp land. We cannot meet our housing, business, or
cultural needs without more land. While this work is long and complex, | remain
committed to supporting the process and keeping it at the forefront so our community can
flourish for generations to come.

Together, we will continue building a stronger, healthier, and more prosperous community.
| ask for your continued support and your vote.

Miigwech. Miiway!
Blue Eagle Star Woman/Leah Leduc
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