GWAZINDAGABIN GAMIBIPTOON QWE
(Shining Dipper Carrier Woman)

Boozho Biigtigong Nishnaabeg:

My name is Elizabeth Starr. | became part of
Biigitigong Nishinaabeg when | married David
Andrew Starr June 25, 1977, nearly 50 years
ago. We have always made our home here in
Biigitigong Nishnaabeg. We have raised 3
beautiful daughters. We now have 5
grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren.

One of my favorite memories is working with
Theresa Michano-Thompson in gathering
Biigtigong Nishinaabeg local oral history and
stories. In our time spent with community elders
they spoke of times spent fishing, hunting,
trapping and gathering in our Biigitigong
Nishanaabeg traditional territory. The elders
spoke of hard times and also spoke of good times spent on the land travelling with
their families. We submitted and produced a booklet for each community household
in Biigtigong Nishinaabeg.

| was on the Land Claim Committee in Biigitigong Nishnaabeg in the early days
when Edward Nabigon was the Economic Development Officer in Biigitigong
Nishnaabeg. And again in the 1990’s under Byron LeClair’s direction and guidance. |
assisted Terry Tobias and Bonnie Couchie when mapping and interviews were being
conducted and recorded with our community Elders and members.

In 2006 | graduated from Trent University with a Indigenous Environmental Studies
Degree with an emphasis in Indigenous Studies. The knowledge and experience |

have living with my birth family on the land and water has been enhanced with the

teachings and learning from Trent University.



As a potential elected councillor for Biigtigong Nishanaabeg, | would advocate for all
of our families in the community and in other communities where our Biigtigong
Nishnaabeg members live and reside, to have the necessary services and access
needed to thrive and survive.

| would also like to see our Elders stay connected to their families, either residing at
home or with family under the Home Care and Health Program in Biigtigong. Also as
before, | would like the community to provide our Elders with their own space right
here in Biigtigong by having a dedicated Elders Residence. This facility should have
24 hour onsite staff care providing service to our Elders, with safety and health a top
priority.

In reclaiming who we are as Biitigong Nishinaabeg, we do need to work on our hurts
and pains that have happened since the Confederation of Canada. We must
acknowledge, learn and move towards reconciling our past so that our children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and ones that are yet to be born, learn their
traditional ways of healing and do not carry a legacy of pain. We must give our
children the tools they need to move forward in a healthy way!

We have come a long way here in Biigitgong, and | am proud to say that | have seen
a lot of good changes by our previous chief and councils. Our new community hall,
new elementary school, Biidaaban Healing Lodge, our many new homes in
Biigtigong, our new Water Treatment Plant and ongoing developments within our
ancestral territory. | look forward to settling the land claim so that we can expand our
land base to bring our Biigtigong families home.

Our Biigtigong history and legacy is what we leave our children, grandchildren and
ones that are yet to be born; the world sees that we have progressed and are
moving forward as we grow. We have heard our Elders speak through their stories
and struggles. Their knowledge and words show us the way to go in our home
Biigtigong. Our community’s journey of getting back our language, traditions and
traditional ways of healing our spirit has made our community’s growth healthy.

| do want to say thank you to my nominator and seconder for considering me as a
prospective Councillor for the Biigtigong Nishnaabeg community. Miiqwetch.

Respectfully submitted;

Elizabeth Starr



