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Biigtigong Language Project Update: 

 

Phase 1 of our project - reconstruction and documentation of Biigtigong Nishnaabemwin is coming to a 

close.  Once again, we want to acknowledge all the community members who came forward to help in               

reconstruction.  The whole experience was wonderful and we see what we can accomplish when everyone brings 

what they know to the table.  Together, we have been able to successfully accomplish what we set out to do - save 

our language!   

 

A few things from Phase 1 are still being worked on: 

1. User-friendly version of our dictionary, 

2. Documentation of our verb chart construction (Star Maps), 

Phrase Pages - thanks to the people who volunteered to be part of this project. Over the next couple of months,   

we will  continually be posting our Phrase Pages that showcase our members. Anyone wishing to be part of this 

initiative can call the band office to leave your contact information. 

 

Reclamation of our Aadsookaanan: 

Our committee met in May.  During this meeting we talked about how we will move forward in terms of the goals 

of the project and the methodology we will use.  Additionally, our elders recorded common names and words    

associated with our Aadsookaanan (sacred stories) - these are available on biigtigong.com. This committee       

remains open for other members who are wanting to participate - leave your name at the band office. 

 

Reclamation of our Place Names: 

Chief Duncan is leading this exciting project. His blog post on biigtigong.com explains the details of this project.            

Community members are encouraged to help in the reclamation of our place names - we have a comment section 

available to house community information. Additionally, Chief Duncan and JP Montano (language) are working 

on gathering         information from Louis Goodchild's memoirs where he identifies quite a bit of our place 

names.  Once the information is gathered, we will be requesting that these places be officially renamed.  Another 

blog post, along with a map (which will be produced by David Carruthers) will be posted on biigtigong.com. 

Future Blogs: 

Keep your eyes open for future language blog posts on biigtigong.com!  Some of our upcoming bloggers include 

Shelly Michano, Lisa Michano-Courchene and Dave Courchene III.  Anyone else wishing to blog about language 

are asked to leave your name at the band office. 

Language and Health: 

Our language program and our Health & Social Service Department are currently working on another exciting 

project.   

Our team is looking at translations for our new health centre. Additionally, they are re-envisioning staff job      

descriptions from a Nishnaabe perspective.  Community and staff information sessions on this work will be    

forthcoming. 

 

Street Signs - Request for proposals: 

We will be changing our street signs and making them bilingual.  All of our street signs will be translated into                

Nishnaabemwin and accompanied by the English words.  A community elder  shared her dream of having these 

written in the language and having the appropriate animal carved on top of the signs.  Anyone interested in doing 

this work are asked to forward a design, material list and cost to the band office.  The deadline for submissions is 

set for June 15, 2017. 
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Phase II - Immersion 

 

In the fall, we will be shifting our focus to immersion and the creation of speakers .  Our goal is to initially create 

2,000 hours of immersion video.  We have a few initiatives on the go in preparation for this phase. 

 

1. WaaWaa Immersion Video:  Keep your eyes open for our WaaWaa Immersion premiere, coming in the fall. 

2. Voice Actors: We will be holding a workshop where individuals will learn how to read the double-vowel 

writing system.  Hopefully, community members will take a risk and become voice actors for our Immersion   

video and/or audio recordings .  If you are interested in becoming part of this team or just want to learn how to 

read the double-vowel, leave your name with Kim at the band office. More details will be advertised at a later 

date. 

 

Biigtigong Story Collection:  We will be starting this project shortly.  Community members hopefully will take 

part in this initiative.  We want a significant part of our immersion video to retell Biigtigong stories. We need 

your help!  This initiative will also support our elementary school's curriculum project.  We need our stories to be 

passed on to our children. More  information will be sent out. 

Once again, Miigwech to everyone for helping out!  Our success is really about our community stepping          

forward!  

We are always open to new ideas and more team players!!  

 

Donôt forget to check out biigtigong.com 



 

2017 Elections & Custom Election Code Development 

 

 

Good Day Biigtigong! 

As we prepare for the 2017 elections, I want to share with you some important timelines to keep in mind: 

Saturday July 29th, 2017 (2:00PM-5:00PM): Nominations meeting 

August 6th, 2017 ï September 26, 2017: Mail Out Packages will be distributed 

 

**ALL OFF RESERVE MEMBERS who have not provided their contact information/address are encouraged 

to do so now!! You can submit your information by emailing Erin Shaw at erin.shaw@picriver.com or via phone 

at (807) 229-8900 ext 222. If you have already sent your contact information/address in previously but have       

recently relocated, please contact Erin Shaw to update your information as soon as possible** 

 

September 30, 2017  (9:00AM-8:00PM): Elections 

Also, this yearôs elections will be the last year we are running the elections through the Indian Act Process. We 

are currently in the process of establishing Biigtigongôs Custom Election Code which will come into effect for the 

2019 Elections.  

A questionnaire is being prepped for circulation, and we encourage everyone over the age of 18 to please fill out 

and submit the questionnaire back to us! Each questionnaire received will be entered into a draw for a chance to 

win a $100 visa gift card.  

Over the next few weeks we are going to be hosting several community information sessions to assist with the    

development of our Custom Election Code. All participation is strongly encouraged and  appreciated as we move 

forward into this process. Your feedback and opinions on this development Is greatly valued.  

Keep your eyes peeled for upcoming community session postings and pass along the information to your fellow 

Biigtigong Nishnaabeg members! We look forward to moving through this process with you! 

Miigwetch 
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On March 22, 2017, Biigtigong Nishnaabeg celebrated our 25th Anniversary of successfully paying off the        

mortgage on 20 of our units through Canada Mortgage & Housing Corporation (CMHC) housing program.        

Without the help of CMHC, this program would not have been possible.  Our Capital Housing Director, Garland 

Moses worked hand and hand with CMHC for the past 25 years.  A remarkable achievement to our housing        

program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was a great accomplishment for 14 of our members to gain home ownership.  We look forward to the other      

6 members that will follow within the next few years.  We honoured the following members, Brenda Rousselle, 

Priscilla Starr, Edna Fisher, David & Carol Desmoulin, Bradley Starr, Joe Deschamps, Charlotte Michano, Dan     

& Eva Couchie, Arnold & Alvina Michano, Roy Michano, Catherine Nabigon,   Mabel Starr, Joanne Michano and 

Simone Desmoulin. 


